
 Picking the tree  

 If you have an artificial tree, be sure it is labeled, cer-
tified, or identified by the manufacturer as fire retardant.  

 Choose a tree with fresh, green needles that do not 
fall off when touched.  

Placing the tree 

 Before placing the tree in the stand, cut 1" - 2" from 
the base of the trunk.  

 Make sure the tree is at least three 
feet away from any heat source, like 
fireplaces, radiators, candles, heat 
vents or lights.  

 Make sure the tree is not blocking 
an exit.  

 Add water to the tree stand. Be 
sure to add water daily.  

Lighting the tree 

 Use lights that have the label of an 
independent testing laboratory. Some 
lights are only for indoor or outdoor 
use, but not both.  

 Replace any string of lights with worn or broken 
cords or loose bulb connections. Connect no more than 
three strands of mini string sets and a maximum of 50 
bulbs for screw-in bulbs. Read manufacturer’s instruc-
tions for number of LED strands to connect.  

 Never use lit candles to decorate the tree.  

 Always turn off Christmas tree lights before leaving 
home or going to bed.  

After Christmas 

 Get rid of the tree when it be-
gins dropping needles. Dried-out 
trees are a fire danger and should 
not be left in the home or garage, 
or placed outside against the 
home. Check with your local com-
munity to find a recycling pro-
gram. Bring outdoor electrical 
lights inside after the holidays to 
prevent hazards and make them 
last longer 

Dec Santa in the courthouse   click for times & dates 

Dec The Christmas Schooner   The Center for the Arts 

5, 12 & 19 Dec  Downtown carriage rides   5:30pm—8:30pm at the Square (free) 

5 Dec Murfreesboro Tree lighting  ceremony  6pm at the Square 

6 Dec LaVergne Parade/Christmas Tree lighting 5pm Veterans Memorial Park 

7 Dec Smyrna Christmas Parade   2pm on Lowery St 

13 Dec Frosty Fun Run    Stones River Golf Course 

13 Dec Bethlehem Marketplace   Southeast Baptist Church 

14 Dec Murfreesboro Christmas Parade  click for more details  

18 Dec  Sounds of Christmas   Murfreesboro Symphony Concert 
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C H R I S T M A S  T R E E  S A F E T Y  

R U T H E R F O R D  C O U N T Y  S A F E T Y  F L A S H  

 Christmas Events  

Each year, fire departments respond to an average of 210 structure 
fires caused by Christmas trees. Carefully decorating Christmas 

trees can help make your holidays safer. 

http://www.downtownmurfreesboro.com/documents/SantaHours.pdf
http://boroarts.org/?p=7378
http://www.fleetfeetmurfreesboro.com/events/frosty-fun-run-2
http://www.sebaptist.org/tp60/page.asp?ID=171773
http://wgnsradio.com/mod/calendar/2014/12/14/27491/Mboro-Parade.htm
http://www.murfreesborosymphony.com/

